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Synopsis

As the leader of one of the most progressive religious sects to emerge from England, William Penn
envisioned Pennsylvania as an example of how a God-inspired society could succeed in the
wilderness of North America. A However, once in the New World, Quakers pursued both wealth
and power, suggesting that even the most devout could not resist the temptations of the New
World.A A Despite the moral struggle, Pennsylvania succeeded beyond anyonea ™s imagination.
By Penna ™s death in 1718, Pennsylvania was well on its way to becoming the most commercially
successful colonial enterprise in English history.A A A The titles in the Library of American
Biography Series make ideal supplements for American History Survey courses or other courses in
American history where figures in history are explored. Paperback, brief, and inexpensive, each
interpretative biography in this series focuses on a figure whose actions and ideas significantly
influenced the course of American history and national life. At the same time, each biography

relates the life of its subject to the broader themes and developments of the times.
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Customer Reviews

The biography, William Penn and the Quaker Legacy by John A. Moretta recounts the life of
well-known pacifist, Quaker, and creator of Pennsylvania, William Penn. Penn impacted both
American and English society by being an outspoken proponent of religious freedom and for
reflecting his Quaker ideals in his political decisions. Moretta’s biography takes one on a journey

through Penn’s turbulent political, spiritual, and emotional life. William Penn was born in 1644, the



son of a wealthy English sea captain, and lived a lonely childhood in a home with a father who was
rarely present. He was put into both classical and practical schooling, however his true interest was
intense reading of the Bible and pondering the Quaker messages of George Fox. As a young boy
Penn became enraptured by Quaker practices and much to his father’'s chagrin, at age 23, he
became a devoted follower. While father and son rarely understood each other, the relations his
father’'s status allowed him to develop, like his friendship with King Charles and his brother James,
would be how Penn was able to succeed throughout his life. Penn created a stir in England and
Ireland by preaching, debating, and, after being imprisoned, writing pamphlets extolling and
validating the Quaker tradition. Some of his main arguments were that one should always live and
dress in a plain way, people were naturally good, and that Jesus preached the brotherhood of man,
meaning no wars or arms. Penn’s family status, money, and his cunning use of words managed to
get him out of jail the many times that he was imprisoned by the angry puritans.
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